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Date:  February 25, 2021
From:  Olivenhain 4-H
Title:  Recommending Claire Fernandez Don Diego Scholarship 

Re: Claire Fernandez, Don Diego Scholarship

I am happy to recommend Claire Fernandez for the Don Diego Scholarship.  I have known Claire for 9 years and I am continuously amazed by her leadership skills and kindness and inclusiveness of all members. Claire is organized, conscientious, honest, and well-spoken whether she is working side by side with other members picking fruit for a food bank or as club president running meetings that oversee one of the largest 4-H chapters in San Diego County.

Claire has served in 4-H for over 9 years and has drastically improved the club. For the last several years Claire has served as community service officer and has led various events such as pet therapy for the elderly, fruit picking for local food banks, and holiday gift baskets for the financially disadvantaged. She now also serves as a County Community Service Officer planning county wide events to offer service opportunities to all 4H club members in the county.
 
Claire has held other leadership positions in our club. She has been Sergeant at Arms, Vice President and President. Her jobs have included setting up the townhall for the monthly general meetings, hosting the monthly officer meetings at her home for 10-16 officers, planning snacks and snack sign- up sheets for both meetings, sending email reminders and text reminders for both meetings, making the agendas for both meetings, and running both meetings. She has excelled in all of these and is a highly responsible and valued club member. 

Claire has led our Speech and Presentation Project for four years both as a Junior Leader and as a Teen Leader. During all four years we have had members make it to the State Field Day at UC Davis under her guidance and example. She herself has won gold and platinum for four years at State Field Day and she works closely with others in the project to encourage their success as well.

Claire shows animals at the San Diego Fair every year and has been a teen leader for our Rabbit Project. Her love of all animals is evident by how well she cares for her project animals. She is a great example of helping team members at the fair and is sure to make sure all members feel included. She shares her knowledge with younger members and encourages team spirit on our Knowledge Bowl teams. 
  
Claire has been an active participant in all of our 4H events both as a participant and as a leader.                                                                She attended JLC when younger and now attends the State Leadership camps at UC Davis in the summers. She attends community wide 4H events such as Art and Design Day, Area Field Day, all community service events and fundraising events. 
I know Claire has plans to attend a four- year college to study something related to animals and/or agriculture.
It is my pleasure recommend her as a recipient of the Don Diego Scholarship, she has worked hard and is an excellent example of what 4H represents. 


Best regards,

Karen Lonsway
Olivenhain Valley 4-H Community 2018/2019 Club Leader
cell (925) 895-2487
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